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15 June 2020

Mr KIM Hyun-ki,

Editor in chief

JoongAng Ilbo

100, Seosomun-ro, Jung-gu,
Seoul 04513, Republic of Korea

Dear Mr KIM Hyun-ki,

There has been extensive media coverage about the national security
legislation to be enacted in Hong Kong. We write to state the position of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government and clarify
any misunderstanding or mistaken assumptions on the issue.

Over the past year, the Hong Kong community has been traumatised by
social unrests and threats of terrorism. Violence by rioters using explosives,
petrol bombs, firearms and weapons have posed terrorist threats to Hong Kong.
Shops and public facilities were vandalised and innocent citizens were attacked.
Some radical protesters are even advocating “Hong Kong independence” and
“self-determination” which have blatantly challenged our “one country, two
systems”. No country would or could turn a blind eye to the escalating violence
and radicalism that have jeopardised public safety for a year.

Hong Kong is an inalienable part of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
which has a right and duty to protect national security and sovereignty, as every
country does. The provisions of the International Covenants on Civil and
Political Rights also stipulate that international covenants on rights and freedoms
cannot undermine national security. The decision by the National People’s
Congress to establish and improve the legal framework and enforcement
mechanisms for the HKSAR is to plug the existing legal loophole particularly in
view of the riots and violence happening in Hong Kong which pose a major threat
to national security. Such decision was made in full accordance with the
Constitution of the PRC and the Basic Law of the HKSAR.



The objective of the national law is to prevent acts of secession, subverting
state power and organising and carrying out terrorist activities, as well as
activities interfering with HKSAR’s affairs by foreign or external forces. These
are core national security matters of any state. The legislation will only target an
extremely small minority of illegal and criminal acts and activities, while the life
and property, basic rights and freedoms of the overwhelming majority of law-
abiding citizens will be protected.

Safeguarding national security is essential to building a stable and safe
society. The enactment of national security legislation will not change the high
degree of autonomy enjoyed by the HKSAR or affect the independent judicial
power, including that of final adjudication, exercised by the Judiciary in Hong
Kong. Citizens will continue to enjoy the freedom of speech, of the press, of
assembly, of demonstration, of procession, as well as free flow of information,
capital and people in accordance with the law. The fundamental strengths that
underpin Hong Kong’s success as an international city, including the rule of law,
an independent judiciary, a clean civil service, free and open society and level
playing field will remain intact.

(Ms Shirley Yung)
Principal Hong Kong Economic and Trade Representative
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