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The Hong Kong Police Force __   

often referred to as ‘Asia’s Finest’   

__  is well trained and equipped.  

The Police-to-population ratio of  

386 officers for every 100,000 people  

is one of the highest in the world. 

The Hong Kong Police Force has more 

than 26,500 regular officers, plus 

about 4,000 Auxiliary Police and 5,000 

civilian support staff. Among others,   

it has specialised units to deal with 

organised crime, vulnerable witnesses,  

airport security, crowd management 

and VIP protection.

The Police Force maintains a close 

liaison with international law 

enforcement agencies such as 

the FBI, the Australian Federal Police, 

the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,  

Scotland Yard and Interpol. It has 

developed close co-operation with 

law enforcement counterparts in the 

Mainland at policy and working levels.

Such close relationships with Mainland 

and overseas law enforcement 

authorities help Hong Kong in the 

ongoing fight against organised crime, 

illegal narcotics, currency and credit 

card fraud and money laundering.

Boundary Integrity

The Hong Kong SAR Government   

is responsible for law and order  

within Hong Kong, which includes 

maintaining the integrity of   

the sea and land boundaries with  

the Mainland as a separate customs 

and immigration territory.

Customs and Excise officers work 

closely with the Police and other 

international law enforcement agencies 

to combat the trafficking of  

illegal drugs. They are also responsible 

for preventing and detecting  

smuggling between Hong Kong  

and the Mainland and for protecting 

and enforcing intellectual property 

rights in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong is one of the world’s 
safest large cities, with one of  
the lowest crime rates.

There are several reasons : 

• The highly visible presence of   
 Police officers patrolling the   
 streets on foot and in vehicles  
 24 hours a day

• Strictly enforced laws on the   
 ownership and possession of   
 guns and other lethal weapons

• A law-abiding community 
 that respects the rule of law 
 and the work of law
 enforcement officers

Hong Kong has one of the world’s
busiest border crossings. 
In 2006, almost 151 million 
people and 15.2 million vehicles 
crossed back and forth between 
Hong Kong and the Mainland — 
a daily average of 413,000 people 
and 41,644 vehicles. 

Law Enforcement and the 

Fight Against Corruption
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Immigration officers are responsible  

for preventing, detecting and removing 

illegal workers. They also work  

with Police against illegal immigration, 

forged travel documents and  

foreign prostitutes.

The Immigration Department has 

regular dealings with its overseas 

counterparts and locally based foreign 

consulates to share intelligence and 

foster goodwill and co-operation 

on immigration control, facilitation 

of Hong Kong residents travelling 

overseas and the control of foreign 

nationals in Hong Kong. 

Combating Corruption

The Independent 

Commission Against 

Corruption’s pro-active and 

resolute campaign against corruption  

is a major force in fostering a clean 

civil service and a level playing field  

for business in Hong Kong.

Regional and international surveys 

continue to rate Hong Kong as one of 

the cleanest places in the world. 

For example, Transparency 

International’s Corruption Perceptions 

Index (2005) ranked Hong Kong 

as the second least corrupt place in 

Asia and the 15th least corrupt place 

among 159 surveyed. 

The Secretary General of Interpol, 

Mr Ronald Noble, has described Hong 

Kong as the ’anti-corruption capital’ 

of the world, and the ICAC as 

’the number one anti-corruption agency’ 

with a holistic three-pronged approach 

through investigation, prevention and 

education. Hong Kong’s comprehensive 

strategy for tackling corruption in 

both the public and private sectors has 

become a model for the rest of the globe.

The ICAC investigates corruption cases 

in both the public and private sectors 

vigorously and relentlessly. 

On the preventive front, it helps 

government departments and 

public bodies rid their systems of 

corruption opportunities while assisting 

private companies to strengthen 

internal controls.

To sustain public vigilance against 

corruption and to nurture a culture 

of probity in the community, 

the ICAC organises mass education 

and media programmes for citizens 

from all sectors.

The community does not tolerate 

corruption in Hong Kong, and strongly 

supports the work of the ICAC. 

In recent years, more than 70 per cent 

of all corruption reports have come with 

the complainants’ names and contacts, 

reflecting strong public trust in the anti-

graft body. According to opinion surveys, 

the ICAC enjoys a 99 per cent public 

support rate.

"The citizens of Hong Kong are 
protected and served by one of 
the finest police departments 
in the world. Hong Kong’s 
law-enforcement officers are 
honest, sophisticated and highly 
professional, and have made this 
one of the world’s safest cities."  
 — Mr Robert Mueller, 
Director of the US Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, 2004


