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Overview

Hong Kong’'s magpnificent cityscape is
world famous but visitors are often
surprised to learn that most of the territory
is green. In fact, about three quarters of
Hong Kong is countryside, with urban
areas making up less than 25 per cent.
Nearly 40 per cent of Hong Kong's total
land area of 1 100 square kilometres is
protected for conservation and recreation.
Hong Kong’s countryside, just a short
distance from the city, is unique in its
ease of access, and features a stunning

variety of scenery and landscapes.

Hong Kong has in place a well thought
out plan to be one of the greenest cities

in China. Having identified environmental
industries as one of six growth areas
where Hong Kong enjoys clear advantages,
the Government has set aside from the
2011 budget $500 million (US$65 million)
to boost the Environment and Conservation
Fund.

We have the experience, the talent

and the determination to nurture green
industry. This includes promoting green
innovation and technology. Improving air
quality is also high on the Government'’s
agenda. Hong Kong has taken concrete
steps to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and set a target to reduce
carbon intensity by between 50 per cent
and 60 per cent by 2020, using 2005 as

the base level.

Green Action

Emission caps for 2010 and beyond are
stipulated by law and Hong Kong’s power
plants have been subject to them since
2005. Emissions of three major pollutants
from the power generation sector were
cut down by 52 per cent to 67 per cent
between 1997 and 2010. Stringent
vehicle emission and fuel standards, in
line with European Union practices, have
been introduced. To help further improve
Hong Kong’'s and the region’s air quality,
emission caps will be tightened further for
2015 and beyond.

Measures to reduce GHG emissions
include: raising building energy efficiency;
a mandatory energy efficiency labelling
scheme for electrical appliances; increased
use of natural gas for local electricity gen-
eration; government green procurement
and energy efficiency efforts; promoting
cleaner fuels and green transport electric
vehicles; a programme to replace conven-
tional traffic signals with LED lights across

the city; and expanded use of landfill gas.

Following the $450 million (US$58 million)
Buildings Energy Efficiency Funding
Schemes in 2009, Building Energy Codes
will become mandatory under the Buildings
Energy Efficiency Ordinance which was
enacted in November 2010. There has
been a green performance framework for

government buildings since April 2009.

Efforts with Guangdong

Hong Kong and Guangdong have jointly
taken efforts to create a quality, green
living area in the Greater Pearl River Delta
Region, through environmental protection,
low carbon footprint and sustainable

development.

Under the Pearl River Delta (PRD)
Regional Air Quality Management Plan,
Hong Kong and Guangdong authorities
are implementing measures to reduce the
emission of four major air pollutants in the
PRD to achieve joint emission reduction
targets. Despite the continuing growth of
the PRD, the average annual concentration
of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and
respirable suspended particulates in the
region decreased by 38 per cent, nine
per cent and seven per cent respectively

compared to 2006 levels.

Electric Vehicles

The Government is actively promoting the
use of electric vehicles (EVs). Currently,
there are about 100 EVs on Hong Kong
roads and over 300 charging stations
across the territory. A number of EV models

have been rolled out.

The Government will give priority to EVs
when replacing government vehicles and
the fleet is expected to have nearly 200
EVs by 2013.



Alternate Energy

The Government has been actively
promoting the generation and use of
renewable energy (RE). The two local
power companies have been given incen-
tives to enable them to gain higher returns
on their investment on renewable energy

capabilities and resulting production.

The two local power companies have

set up photovoltaic panels to generate
electricity to feed their power grids.

HK Electric has installed a photovoltaic
system of 550kW at its Lamma power
station to provide electricity for about 150

households every year.

Both power companies in Hong Kong
have also started to explore the feasibility
of offshore wind farm projects, and are
planning to install a total of about 100
wind turbines in the waters of Hong Kong
to generate electricity of up to 560 million
kWh. If all goes according to plan, wind
farms are expected to meet 1 to 2 per cent

of our total demand for electricity by 2020.

Country and Marine Parks

Hong Kong has 24 country parks and 22
‘special areas’ dedicated to conservation
and recreation, covering 40 per cent of
our land area, including scenic uplands,
mountains, forests, marshes, coastline
and islands. There are also four marine
parks and one marine reserve covering a
total of nearly 2 500 hectares, including
scenic coastal areas and important

marine habitats.

Hong Kong people take great pleasure in
their natural environment, paying some
12 million visits a year to country parks to
hike, camp and picnic. Well maintained
footpaths and country trails provide easy
access. Four long distance hiking trails
are especially popular: MaclLehose Trail
(100km), the Lantau Trail (70km), the
Hong Kong Trail (50km) and the Wilson
Trail (78km). The Dragon’s Back Trail on

Hong Kong Island has been voted one
of Asia’s best ‘urban hikes’ by the Asian

edition of Time magazine.

Urban Parks

Parks and gardens are abundant in

Hong Kong’s urban areas. From large
parks to the smaller gardens surrounding
historic temples, these open spaces serve

as green lungs in the busy city.

Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar
Site and Mai Po Marshes
Nature Reserve

The Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site is
an internationally important wetland listed
under the Ramsar Convention. The site
comprises 1 500 hectares of mudflats,
fish ponds, reed beds and mangroves and
is a feeding and resting ground for over
380 species of birds, including rare and

endangered species.

Within the Ramsar Site, the World Wide
Fund for Nature Hong Kong manages the
Mai Po Marshes Nature Reserve —an out-
standing example of a non-governmental
organisation working in partnership with
the Government for wetland conservation.
In winter, 80 000 birds migrating from
the Southern Hemisphere to the North
stop over and nest in the reserve and its
surrounds, one of the world’s key transit

points for many migratory bird species.

Hong Kong Wetland Park

With such a wealth of natural assets, both
the Government and the Hong Kong Tourism
Board are keen to promote ecotourism.
Most ambitious among the initiatives is the
Hong Kong Wetland Park. With 60 hectares
of reserve and a 10 000 square metre
visitor centre, it is the first and largest of

its kind in Asia.

Hong Kong Geopark

With a land area of 50 square kilometres,

Hong Kong National Geopark is made up

of two regions covering eight geo-areas

in the eastern coastal area of Hong Kong,
each with unique geological features.

The Sai Kung Volcanic Rock Region
showcases spectacular hexagonal volcanic
columns, providing a record of geological
changes and ancient volcanic activity

dating over hundreds of millions of years.

The Northeast New Territories Sedimentary
Rock Region represents the most compre-
hensive stratigraphy of sedimentary rocks
in Hong Kong, ranging from 400-million-
year-old Devonian sandstone and conglo-
merate to 55-million-year-old Tertiary
siltstone. Other exceptional features
include diverse coastal landscapes and

tectonic relics.

KBiodiversity \
Within its comparatively small size,
Hong Kong is rich in biodiversity. It has:
e About 3 100 species of vascular plants
e About 400 species of native trees

e About 500 species of birds — over a

third of the total bird species in China
e Over 50 species of mammals

e Over 100 species of amphibians and

reptiles
e Over 230 species of butterflies
e Over 110 species of dragonflies

e About 1 000 species of marine fish —
30 per cent of the species found in the
South China Sea

e Over 180 species of stony coral

\ J

For more information, please visit
www.afcd.gov.hk

www.discoverhongkong.com



