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BEAR

11 December 2020

Mr Takashi YOKOTA
Executive Operating Officer, Co-Managing Editor
The Japan Times, Ltd.

Dear Mr YOKOTA,

Sentencing of Three Defendants
In Connection with Unauthorised Assembly

In response to the comments from some Japanese media organisations concerning the
sentencing of three defendants in Hong Kong who pleaded guilty to charges in connection
with an unauthorised assembly that took place in June 2019, | write to dispel any
misunderstanding about the case.

it should be highlighted that the three defendants pleaded guilty to their charges. While
the legal proceedings of the case have yet to be completed, suffice to note that the magistrate
in the Reasons for Sentence stated that, “since this case involves disruption of public order
and safety as well as threatening the personal safety of members of the public, in order to
protect public interest and safeguard the life and property of citizens... | believe that penalties
with deterrence are necessary”.

Human rights and freedom in Hong Kong, including freedom of speech and freedom of
assembly, are fully protected by the Basic Law. However, such freedoms are not absolute.

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is committed to
upholding the rule of law. The Judiciary will continue to exercise the judicial power including
that of the final adjudication independently and decide cases in accordance with the law and
evidence without any interference.

Yours sincerely,

e

( Joyce Ho)
Principal Hong Kong Economic and Trade Representative
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