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16 January 2021
Mr Toshimitsu SAWAI,
Kyodo News
Dear Mr SAWAI,

| write to dispel any misunderstanding about the recent arrests under the National
Security Law in Hong Kong.

It is the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)'s constitutional
responsibilities to safeguard national security. Since the enactment of the National Security
Law, the HKSAR Government has been discharging its duty to safeguard national security in
Hong Kong lawfully and dutifully. The National Security Law, or indeed any law in the HKSAR,
applies equally to every person in Hong Kong, regardless of the person’s political background.
Hong Kong prides itself on the rule of law; law enforcement agencies are duty-bound to take
action against unlawful acts, regardless of the political background of the suspects. Arrests
made are based on evidence and strictly in accordance with relevant laws and regulations.

As provided for in the Basic Law, the Department of Justice of the HKSAR Government
makes independent prosecutorial decisions based on evidence, applicable laws and in
accordance with its Prosecution Code, free from any interference. Any person who is
prosecuted has the right to a fair trial by our independent courts, and the burden is on the
prosecution to prove that the accused committed a crime beyond reasonable doubt before
there can be a conviction. Enshrined in the Basic Law — Articles 2, 19 and 85, the courts of
the HKSAR enjoy judicial power independently, including that of final adjudication, free from
any interference.

The purpose of the National Security Law is to prevent, stop and punish acts and activities
endangering national security in accordance with the law. Article 22 of the National Security
Law stipulates that any person who organises, plans, commits or participates in acts by force
or threat of force or other unlawful means with a view to subverting the State power shall be
guilty of an offence. There is a clear line between political pluralism and attempts to seriously
undermining the performance of government duties and functions.

Human rights and freedoms in Hong Kong, including freedom of speech and expression,
are fully protected by the Basic Law and respected by the HKSAR Government. Hong Kong
residents and foreign nationals have been and will continue to be able to enjoy their legitimate
rights and freedoms as guaranteed under the Basic Law.

Yours sincerely,

e

(Joyce Ho)
Principal Representative
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Tokyo)
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