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19 March 2021

Mr Nobuyoshi SAKAJIRI,
The Asahi Shimubun Company

Dear Mr SAKAJIRI,

| write to clarify the purpose of the Decision by the National People’s Congress (NPC) on
the electoral system of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR).

The Decision is not about eradicating the chances of individuals who have a certain
political position to participate in politics. Rather, it is to safeguard national security and
preserve Hong Kong’s prosperity and stability under the “One Country, Two Systems” principle.

In recent years, the radical and violent elements attempted to hijack the political process
in Hong Kong, seriously disrupt the vital work of our legislature, advocate independence and
sow chaos in society. This has clearly shown that the current political structure can no longer
ensure governance efficacy to serve the people of Hong Kong. The NPC’s Decision aims to
ensure that Hong Kong is administered by people who love the country and love Hong Kong
— they should respect the Chinese nation, sincerely support the resumption of the exercise of
sovereignty over Hong Kong by the Motherland, and not impair Hong Kong’s prosperity and
stability. Such criteria are by no means demanding.

We should also clarify that the Decision in no way undermines the “One Country, Two
Systems” principle. Upholding the principles of "One Country, Two Systems", "Hong Kong
people administering Hong Kong" and a high degree of autonomy, as well as safeguarding
Hong Kong permanent residents’ right to vote and the right to stand for election are clearly
stated in the Decision.

Articles 45 and 68 of the Basic Law of the HKSAR, which stipulate respectively the
ultimate aim of the selection of the Chief Executive and the election of all members of the
legislature by universal suffrage, remain intact. Hong Kong’'s democracy can still move
forward in the light of the actual situation as promised under the Basic Law.

The Decision is essential for Hong Kong to get back on the right track and forge ahead.
Hong Kong will continue to be a free and open city underpinned by the rule of law.

Yours sincerely,

g

(Joyce Ho)
Principal Representative
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Tokyo)
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