
Overview
Over the past 25 years, Hong Kong has steadily 
invested on infrastructure and other capital works to 
enhance the city’s long-term development. In the 
next few years, annual capital works expenditure is 
expected to exceed $100 billion (US$12.8 billion), 
and the annual total construction output is expected 
to increase to the level of around $300 billion 
(US$38.5 billion).

Hong Kong International Airport 
Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA), which 
opened in 1998, quickly became one of the world’s 
busiest airports for air cargo and passengers, 
connecting to more than 220 destinations worldwide 
by about 120 airlines prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• A Three-Runway System (3RS) is expected to be
completed in 2024 to meet the long-term air traffic
demand. HKIA’s annual passenger and cargo
handling capacities are expected to increase to
around 120 million and 10 million tonnes
respectively in 2035.

• SKYCITY, strategically located between HKIA’s
passenger terminals and the Hong Kong Port
(HKP) Island of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge (HZMB), will be one of the largest
commercial projects in Hong Kong, comprising
retail, dining, hotels, entertainment facilities and
offices, spread over about 350,000 square metres
of floor space. The first stage of SKYCITY
development projects will be completed in phases
between 2021 and 2027.

• Automated car parks will be built on the HKP
Island of the HZMB to enable self-drive visitors
from Guangdong and Macao to drive via the HZMB
and fly out from the HKIA or visit Hong Kong to
park cars there.

• Take forward the Airport City Link project
connecting the SKYCITY and the HKP Island by
constructing a bridge system and by applying
autonomous transportation system to

strengthen the overall transportation network and
capacity, connecting SKYCITY, HZMB HKP and
HKIA as one.  

• The Hong Kong International Aviation
Academy campus and student dorms will be
built on the HKP Island to strengthen talent training
and attract more Hong Kong youth to the aviation
industry.

• Land will also be reserved on the HKP Island for
the development of air cargo logistics and
related supporting facilities for the airport
community.

Vibrant Harbourfront
Hong Kong’s iconic Victoria Harbour has been 
substantially enhanced with water quality 
improvement and attractive promenades and 
providing vibrant, accessible open spaces. Highlights 
include:

• Connecting the harbourfront from Shek Tong
Tsui to the East Coast Park Precinct to create
the longest waterfront promenade of about
7.4km.

• $6.5 billion has been allocated to extend the
promenade along Victoria Harbour to 34km in
2028 and provide open spaces of about 35
hectares. Among other developments, a 2km
off-shore boardwalk has been planned for
completion in phases between 2024 and 2025
under the Island Eastern Corridor to create a new
experience for locals and visitors.

• The East Coast Park Precinct (Phase 1) provides
the first fence-free breakwater within Victoria
Harbour, allowing locals and visitors to enjoy an
unobstructed view of the harbour.

West Kowloon Cultural District
West Kowloon Cultural District (WKCD) is one of the 
world’s largest cultural infrastructure projects. 
Blending traditional local culture with international 

Building for the Future 
and contemporary elements, WKCD showcases the 
unique identity of Hong Kong as a metropolis where 
East meets West, and establishes Hong Kong as 
one of the most vibrant arts and cultural hubs in 
the world.  Spanning 40 hectares along Victoria 
Harbour, WKCD offers world-class integrated arts
and cultural facilities:

• Xiqu Centre – a new landmark offering a superb
platform for the production, education,
preservation and promotion of Cantonese opera
and other forms of Chinese traditional theatre.

• Freespace – a creative venue for multiple forms of
contemporary performing arts, where artists and
audiences can exchange and explore new ideas.

• Art Park – a quality open green space and a
vibrant venue for open-air performances and other
cultural programmes.

• M+ – Asia’s first global museum of contemporary
visual culture exhibiting visual art, design and
architecture, moving image, and Hong Kong visual
culture of the 20th and 21st centuries.

• Hong Kong Palace Museum – displaying
invaluable artefacts from the Palace Museum,
expected to open in July 2022.

• Lyric Theatre Complex – a centre of excellence
showcasing the best of Hong Kong and
international dance and theatre productions,
expected to be completed after 2024.

Energizing Kowloon East
The Energizing Kowloon East initiative sets out to 
facilitate transformation of old industrial areas and 
the former Kai Tak Airport into Hong Kong’s second
core business district and a desirable place to 
work, live and enjoy a high-quality lifestyle:

• Covering over 500 hectares, Kowloon East
comprises the Kai Tak Development Area (KTD),  
Kwun Tong, Kowloon Bay and San Po Kong
Business Areas.

• Since the launch of the initiative, the commercial
floor space in Kowloon East has increased from 1.7
million square metres by 70% to about 2.9 million
square metres, and will further increase to 3.5
million square metres in two years, progressively
getting closer to the scale of the core business
district in Central.

• Kai Tak Sports Park, covering 28 hectares, is
targeted for completion in end 2023. The Sports
Park includes a world-class, 50,000-seat main
stadium with a retractable roof, a 10,000-seat
indoor sports centre, a 5,000-seat outdoor public
sports ground, landscaped open space, retail and
F&B facilities.

• East Kowloon Cultural Centre, to be
commissioned in 2023, will comprise five facilities
of various sizes for music, drama and dance
performances. A testbed studio will be provided to
pioneer the convergence of arts and advanced
technology (arts tech).

• Proposed a multi-modal Environmentally
Friendly Linkage System, including the
development of a travellator network and an
elevated landscape deck to connect the Kwun
Tong MTR Station, to enhance accessibility of
Kowloon East. 

Transport and Information Hub
• Hong Kong is a global transport and information

hub fully plugged into global markets and networks.

• Extensive cross-boundary links with Mainland
China – road, rail, air and sea. 

• There are currently 8 land-based control points
serving cross-boundary passengers between
Hong Kong and the Mainland. 

• The Hong Kong Section of the Guangzhou-
Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link
connects Hong Kong to 58 short- and long-haul
destinations in the Mainland’s high-speed rail

 network.

• The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge, which
opened in 2018 is the world’s longest bridge-tunnel
sea crossing, spanning 55-km across the Pearl
River Estuary, opens up new opportunities in the
western Pearl River Delta region. 

• Hong Kong Port is among the busiest and most
efficient container ports in the world, handling
nearly 18 million TEUs in 2021. Every week, about
270 international container vessel sailings connect
to nearly 600 destinations worldwide. 

• A wide range of initiatives to enhance Hong Kong’s
status as a maritime centre.

• Implementation of Ocean Park future strategy:  
following the official opening of the Water World at
Ocean Park, the Ocean Park Corporation is
identifying partners for the development of new
themed zones.

• Public and private housing developments: a
total of 350 hectares of land identified to produce
about 330,000 public housing units in the 10-year
period ending 2031-32; plans to secure 170
hectares of land in the coming 10 years, through
land sales or by putting up railway property
developments for tender, to provide about 100,000
private housing units.
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• Hong Kong has sophist icated ICT
 infrastructure, including 12 submarine cable

systems and 9 satellites for communications.
Several submarine cable systems will be ready in
the coming years, enhancing the city's

 connectivity with other parts of the world.

• Easy Internet access: over 83,000 public Wi-Fi
access points in the territory (as at end-April
2022); mobile subscriber penetration rate of
323.4% (as at end-December 2021); household
broadband penetration rate of 96.6% (as at
end-December 2021).

Liveable City 
• Carbon Neutral before 2050: Hong Kong’s

Climate Action Plan 2050 sets out the strategies
and targets to combat climate change and achieve
carbon neutrality.

• Waterfront promenades: three new promenades
in Wan Chai and Causeway Bay to be opened
progressively from end-2021; the promenade
along the Victoria Harbour to be further extended
to 26km by end-2022; first promenade at former
Kai Tak runway targeted to be completed in 2022.
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