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Principal Representative

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Tokyo)

Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
30-1 Sanban-cho, Chiyoda-ku

HERER Tokyo 102-0075, JAPAN
Tel: (03)3556-8981 Fax: (03)3556-8978

19 March 2020

By fax and mail

Mr. Tetsuya IGUCHI
Managing Director (Editor-in-Chief, Tokyo)
Nikkei Inc.

Dear Mr. Iguchi,

I refer to an article titled “F#s, ERFIRZFEO T FL NS - F4h
@ A \2 /- A7 published on Nihon Keizai Shimbun on 10 March. We
categorically refute those unfounded allegations which suggest that while the
novel coronavirus continues to spread in Hong Kong, the clamp on pro-
democracy forces are getting tighter.

Since June 2019, over 1 400 public demonstrations, processions and
public meetings have been held in Hong Kong but many ended in serious
violence. For eight months, Hong Kong has been held hostage by the
rioting mobs, characterised by their intolerance for views different from their
own and their violent response to any disagreement. Mobs have vandalised
shops, banks, restaurants, train stations and traffic lights, set fires to
buildings, attacked police officers with bricks, petrol bombs and even
genuine firearms.

As in other places, the Hong Kong police have a duty to maintain law
and order, to make arrests of those where there is a reasonable suspicion of
criminal acts having been committed by them and to carry out further
investigations as required. These duties are performed according to law
and not subject to any political influence. Ifprotesters are peaceful, rational
and orderly, the police will not and have no reason to intervene.

Regarding prosecutions, the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) Government is committed to safeguarding the rule of law
and judicial independence in Hong Kong. Article 63 of the Basic Law
entrenches the constitutional principle of prosecutorial independence. The
conduct of all criminal prosecutions of the Department of Justice is free from




any interference. Decisions to prosecute or not, as the case may be, must be
based on an objective and professional assessment of the available evidence
and the law, and be in accordance with the published Prosecution Code. No
political consideration will be taken into account at all.

As for the broadcasting requirements in Hong Kong, the arrangement
whereby free TV licensees are required to broadcast the programmes of the
Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK), the sole public service broadcaster
in Hong Kong, was first introduced in 1990 when RTHK did not operate its
own TV channels. Subsequently, RTHK started operating three TV
channels in 2014 with its coverage reaching 99 per cent of the population
now and having some channels accessible through its website and mobile
applications. In March 2020, after considering the request from a free TV
licensee, the Communications Authority of the HKSAR agrees that there is
no justifiable case to continue to require commercial broadcasters to
broadcast RTHK programmes.

While the HKSAR Government is fully committed to fighting the novel

coronavirus, we shall continue to uphold human rights and freedoms which
are the core values of Hong Kong and underpinned by the Basic Law.

Yours sincerely,

(Shirley|Yung)
Principal Hong Kong Economit and Trade Representative

c.c.: Director of Information Services, HKSARG
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