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1write to express ourstrong disagreementto the claimsthatthe recentarrest under the
NationaI Security Law at a media organisation is an act to suppress freedom ofspeech in
Hon9 Kong.

Endangering national security is a very serious crime to any places around the world.
The case in question concerns a suspected conspiracy invoーvingtheuseofjournalistic work
as atooito co=udewith aforeign country orexterna1elementsto imposesanction orengage
in hostile activitiesagainst the HKSAR and the Mainーand China.This is notwithin the scope
of normaljournalisticwork.Thesuspectshavebeenarrestedonstrongevidencethatthey are
conspiring to endanger national security,

Hon9 Kong prides itselfon itsrule of law. Anyarrestsmadeare based on evidence and
strictlyin accordance with relevant laws.Any personwho is prosecuted hastheright to a fair
trialby our independent courts.The burden is on the prosecution to prove thatthe accused
committed a crime beyond reasonable doubt before there can be aconviction,

The Nationa ーSecurity Law upholds the rights and freedoms of Hong Kong people,aswe=
as the high degree of autonomy ofthe HKSAR by clearlystipulatingthat the HKSAR shall
protecttherightsandfreedomsenjoyedbyresidentsundertheBasicLawandtheprovisions
of international covenants as applied to Hon9 Kong in accordance with the law.Freedom of
speech, of the press and of pub-ication are among the rights and freedoms explicitly
highlighted inAnicle4ofthe NationaI Security Lawas being protected inaccordance with the
!aw in Hong Kong. Normaljourna ーisticworkcontinues to take placefreely and ーaWfu=y in
Hon9Kon9

The enactment of NationaI Security Law last year is necessary to pーug theloophole in
national security in Hong Kong and restore social order。 Hong Kong has nowrestored
stabilitywhiーelocalandoverseascitizensandbusinessesinHongKongcontinuetoenjoytheir
rights and freedoms, Hon9 Kong remains a free and open cityunderpinned by the rule of
law.

Yours sincerely,

(Joyce Ho)
PrincipaI Representative

Hong Kon9 Economic and Trade 0行ice okyo)
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至言ヨ 落合ヨ叫 .8 ‐ 雪基 辛フト 豆号 斜雫司フ1 斜訓 告豆吾 平ロ1ヱ 叙斗き
を弓尋 苓 喜 町営皇呈司1呈ヨ競合一斗.
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晋弔電スH尋含 き含 翌 “ 薮合一ヰ. ヱ望ol 曾ョ勾 祖 韻 汁司包含
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喜子与望増毛子壱早 有利早勾引豆早
牛聾醐荘 司斗社 (Joyce Ho, 壬 と 重 )日Rせ


